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Exiting HOA President, Terry Shore…

As most of you probably know, Terry and Tanya Shore have moved.  During Terry’s reign as President of the Sterling Ranch Estates HOA, he and his wife, Tanya, spent countless hours working on sorting through the many boxes containing our association documents after assuming the responsibilities from Kandalyn Franks.  On Saturday, June 17, 2006, Terry turned over the books and his title to me.  It was an eye-opening experience and I’m thankful that I did not have to assume this responsibility in the condition in which he did.  I, personally, would like to extend my appreciation to Terry and Tanya for their efforts and time in getting our association back on track.
Your new HOA President…

My name is Ninna Lopez.  I reside at 6 Sterling Ranch North.   Some of you may be concerned whether or not your association future is in the right hands.  To ease some of your concerns, I’ll let you know a little about my background.  From 1983-1993, I worked for a Bossier City real estate attorney, closing many thousands of real estate transactions.   My husband, Jim, was then relocated to Texas, where we spent a couple of years, and then on to Luke AFB, Arizona, in 1995.  From 1995-2002, I managed a large escrow branch, closing on average 500 real estate transactions a month.  We returned to Louisiana in 2002, and settled in Sterling Ranch Estates.  Currently, I am self-employed as a mobile notary/signing agent.  I work directly for national lenders and title companies facilitating real estate loan document signings.

Having said that, I know quite a bit about property titles, homeowners association liens, how to pursue an HOA lien, and how an HOA lien can affect the title to property.  
HOA dues…

Our HOA dues are $66.00 a year.  These dues are used to pay for:

1. Our street lights

2. Water

3. Maintenance of our entryway

4. Administrative expenses

When one or more homeowners refuse to pay the annual HOA dues, it places a strain on the association’s finances, thus affecting the remaining homeowners.  As a result, this could ultimately cause dues to be increased and/or should the finances go into the red, we could ultimately lose our street lights, water, etc.   This causes great concern, I’m sure, to all homeowners in SRE.
Going forward…


Currently, I am working on letters to the homeowners who are seriously delinquent.  The letter will afford delinquent homeowners 30 days to pay their delinquency.  Failure to pay within 30 days will result in a lien filed against the title to the property owned by the delinquent homeowner.  The lien shall include interest and fees as governed under Article V, Section 8, of our Declaration of Covenants, Conditions, and Restrictions.  The lien shall also include any attorney’s fees should an attorney be retained in pursuit of the lien or lien to foreclosure or in defense of any other matter related to the delinquency.  If you are a delinquent homeowner and wish to pay your delinquency before letters are delivered, please contact me at 949-2377.

The association books are available for viewing by any homeowner of Sterling Ranch Estates.    Should you wish to view the books, please contact me at 949-2377.

Your help needed…


Call or e-mail me when you see a “for sale” sign in a homeowner’s yard!  All too often, I hear (and experienced myself) that homeowners were not aware upon purchasing their home that we are subject to HOA dues.  Let’s work together to make sure this does not happen to future homeowners.  If you see a “for sale” sign, call 949-2377 or e-mail me at jimandninna@bellsouth.net. 
If you are selling your home… did you know… ???


Did you know that Louisiana law requires that you (as the seller) disclose to any potential buyer that your home is subject to HOA dues?  Attached to this newsletter is a handout outlining what you are required to disclose (which includes assessments aka HOA dues, Section 31a-e).  Certain “seller disclosure” exemptions are:  foreclosures, transfers pursuant to testate or intestate successions, spouse to spouse settlements, etc.  (This is not to be construed that a seller’s exemption is also a buyer’s exemption to pay.  All lots in Sterling Ranch Estates are subject to our recorded Declaration of Covenants, Conditions, and Restrictions.  A buyer is required to pay no matter how he obtained the property.  If you feel you have not been properly disclosed, your dispute should be with the seller.)
National Night Out, August 1, 2006…


National Night Out is right around the corner.  Stephanie Mason and I hosted the NNO last year and we are looking for volunteer(s) for this year’s event.  Stephanie and I had a wonderful time hosting the event last year and with two hosts, it certainly made the event much easier to arrange.  Please contact me at 949-2377, if you wish to volunteer. 
Building on your property…


If you are planning to build any additions to your property, you must first contact the architectural control committee of our association before you proceed to be certain it conforms to our covenants and restrictions.

· Charles Chapman 949-6868
· Jay Collins 390-7636

· Don Crista 949-1173

Questions/Concerns/Suggestions…

Please contact me via phone or e-mail should you have any questions or concerns.  Questions which may affect all homeowners will be addressed in future editions of the Sterling Ranch Estates newsletter.
Your board members…

· Ninna Lopez, President

6 Sterling Ranch North, 949-2377 jimandninna@bellsouth.net
· Heidi Chapman, Vice President

· Doug Westley and Jo Westley, Treasurer

· Jim Lopez, Secretary

